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COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
November 1, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 Present: Councilmen Williams, Bamonto, Stoyle, Councilwoman Nichols and 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver.   

 

Also, present: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Treasurer Woods, City 

Assessor Munson, City Clerk, Director of Public Works Woodbury, Deputy Director of Public 

Works Przybycien, Fiscal Affairs Officer Beach, Building and Zoning Inspector Gustafson, 

Interim Development Director Hayes, Fire Chief Edwards and Police Chief Ortolano.   

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver asked for a moment of silence in memory of Molly 

Ganey an employee of the City of Dunkirk for 50 years in the Assessor’s office. Molly was a 

dedicated employee and a fantastic person.  

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to go into Executive 

Session for Personnel Issues.  

 

 Councilman Stoyle made a motion. Seconded by Councilman Bamonto.  

 

 Carried, all voting aye.  

 

 Executive Session: Start 5:30               End: 5:59 

 

 Councilman-at large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to come out of 

Executive Session.  

 

 Councilman Stoyle made a motion. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols.  

 

 Carried, all voting aye.  

 

Certification of the Tuesday, October 19, 2021 Regular Common Council Meeting was 

read by City Clerk Ramos. 

  

RESOLVED:  That the reading of the Tuesday, October 19, 2021 Regular Common 

Council Meeting be dispensed with. 

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to dispense with the minutes. Seconded by 

Councilman Bamonto.  

               

 Carried, all voting aye.   

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

  

Ned Divine of 618 Main Street and chairman of the Democratic Committee urged all 

residents to please their right to vote, commended the city for hosting early voting as 630 



 November 1, 2021  296 

residents were able to vote early. Lastly, Mr. Divine addressed a concern as his wife’s car was 

spray painted and it was the only car on the street that it happened to; it’s just embarrassing that 

those things are happening in our city.  

 

Sandra Depasto of 60 E. Front Street voiced her concern over the markers being used on 

the voting ballots.  

 

Juan Rivera of 130 Ruggles Street inquired of Chief Ortolano about the vehicles on 

Ruggles Street with Ohio license plates, inquired about the sidewalk project in the 4th ward of 

Ruggles Street, expressed his concern with a property that he owns on Townsend Street that gets 

very wet each time it rains, lastly Mr. Rivera inquired if the power lines between 130-136 

Ruggles Street having power going through them as they are surrounded by branches and trees.  

 

Police Chief Ortolano advised if the vehicles are legally registered there is not much that 

can be done.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised the sidewalk project was started last year, and the city 

will finish the project this year, advised the he will look at the property on Townsend Street.  

 

Deputy Director Przybiczien advised Mr. Rivera contact National Grid about the live 

power lines and trees behind his property as the city is not able to trim the trees down.  

   

 Jim Fisher of 91 West 5th Street thanked the city and the paving company for the 

excellent job on the paving of the street, inquired if there could be designated truck routes in the 

city as he has witnessed 18 wheelers on 5th street at School dismissal time, lastly inquired if the 

cameras have been installed in the Robin Street tunnel.  

 

 Deputy Public Works Director Przybycien advised the cameras in the Robin Street tunnel 

will be installed soon.  

 

  

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR INCLUDING DISAPPROVAL MESSAGES: 

 

            Mayor Rosas thanked the Recreation Department, Development Department, and all the city 

staff who braved the weather to participate in the trunk and treat held at the Washington Avenue 

municipal parking lot. Mayor Rosas announced the Annual Small Business Saturday event will be 

held November 27, 2021 from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the former JC Penney store at the D and F 

Plaza, it will feature local businesses, live music, horse and carriage rides, children’s activities, and a 

visit from Santa. Lastly, Mayor Rosas invited all City residents to join him for the Annual tree 

lighting ceremony in front of City Hall at 5:00 PM on November 27, 2021.  

 

 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND PETITIONS: 

 

 Notice of claim from Fred DiPalma of 27 Lafayette Avenue for damages done to his 

basement allegedly due to new water lines installed by the City of Dunkirk under the street.  

 

 Councilman-at large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to refer to City 

Attorney Morrisroe and DPW Director Woodbury.  
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 Councilman Stoyle made a motion. Seconded by Councilman Bamonto.  

 

 Carried, all voting aye.  

 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  

 

Councilman Williams inquired of DPW Director Woodbury if Kravitz Tree Service 

started working on the tree’s, advised Council has been reviewing the budget to figure out a way 

if the tipping fee could be lowered per quarter without raising the tax levy while also adding 

garbage and refuse to have its own budget line, lastly Councilman Williams advised the common 

council are working on a standalone fund for the boardwalk where the rent would be added to 

cover any repairs needed. 

 

 DPW Director Woodbury advised as soon as a purchase order is added, Kravitz will 

begin work on the trees.  

 

Councilman Bamonto inquired of DPW Director Woodbury if anything can be done with 

the parking of the heavy equipment on the 600 block of Roosevelt Ave, thanked Mayor Rosas 

and DPW for fixing Fifth Avenue, lastly, Councilman Bamonto thanked all the city workers who 

participated in the trunk and treat event.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised he will talk to the contractor and ask him to park in 

another location.  

 

Councilman Stoyle advised he spoke with Chief Ortolano to fix street lights that are 

damaged by Northern Chautauqua Catholic School.  

 

 

Councilwoman Nichols asked Chief Ortolano to speak on  the alternate parking rules that 

go into effect this weekend, inquired of DPW Director Woodbury if anything can be done to help 

residents on Ruggles Street access their homes as digging has been started and to speak on why 

leaves should not be raked into the street, lastly Councilwoman Nichols thanked the Recreation 

Department, Development Department, and all City Departments who braved the weather and 

participated in the Trunk and Treat event.  

 

Chief Ortolano advised beginning this Sunday the city will switch from daily parking 

instead of weekly parking at 5:00 PM which will end in April, the officers will write warning tags 

for a few days. The goal is not to write parking tickets, the goal is to keep the streets clear to 

allow access for emergency vehicles and snow removal.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised to please advise right away so he can contact the 

contractor to fix the issue, lastly DPW Director Woodbury advised to please keep the leaves out 

of the road so they won’t get into the receivers which will than cause flooding.  

 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver thanked Mayor Rosas, all department heads, City 

Attorney Morrisroe and Council for attending the budget review meetings held last week, we 

have a good plan and workable budget that Council will present to Mayor Rosas followed by the 

Second public hearing. Lastly, Councilman-at-large VanDenVouver encouraged everyone to get 

out and vote.  
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
 

 

 

PRE-FILED RESOLUTIONS: 

 

RESOLUTION #75-2021 

November 1, 2021 

 

BY: ENTIRE COUNCIL 

 

 

ARPA STIMULUS FUNDS USE ALLOCATIONS 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Congress passed the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 

(“ARPA”) which provides funds to states, counties and municipalities to use for 

certain eligible uses and expenses; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk’s administration and the Common Council 

have identified several uses eligible under ARPA regulations, and have approved 

them; and 

 

 WHEREAS, per mutual consent the funds shall be utilized in the following 

manor:  

 

 

Amount  Use  

$115,000  City-Wide Cameras           

$20,000/unit  LTR Plate Reader     

$200,000  Generator for City Hall  

$75,000  Police Radio Upgrade  

$75,000  2 Marked City of Dunkirk Police Vehicles   

$75,000  2 Unmarked City of Dunkirk Police Vehicles   

$35,000  Boiler Heating System at Dunkirk Fire Headquarters 

$60,000  City of Dunkirk Fire Command Vehicle 

$99,500  25 Sets of Fire Turnout Gear for City of Dunkirk Fire 

Department  

 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council approves the allocation of 

ARPA stimulus funds as outlined above.  

 
 Councilman-at-large advised a motion was needed to amend Resolution #75-2021.  
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 Councilwoman Nichols made a motion. Seconded by Councilman Stoyle 

 

 Carried, all voting aye.  

 

  

AMENDED] RESOLUTION #75-2021 

November 1, 2021 

 

BY: ENTIRE COUNCIL 

 

 

ARPA STIMULUS FUNDS USE ALLOCATIONS 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Congress passed the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 

(“ARPA”) which provides funds to states, counties and municipalities to use for 

certain eligible uses and expenses; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk’s administration and the Common Council 

have identified several uses eligible under ARPA regulations, and have approved 

them; and 

 

 WHEREAS, per mutual consent the funds shall be utilized in the following 

manor:  

 

 

Amount  Use  

$115,000  City-Wide Cameras           

$20,000/unit  LTR Plate Reader     

$200,000  Generator for City Hall  

$75,000  Police Radio Upgrade  

$75,000  2 Marked City of Dunkirk Police Vehicles   

$75,000  2 Unmarked City of Dunkirk Police Vehicles   

$35,000  Boiler Heating System at Dunkirk Fire Headquarters 

$60,000  City of Dunkirk Fire Command Vehicle 

$99,500  25 Sets of Fire Turnout Gear for City of Dunkirk Fire 

Department  

$36,000  Access Control System for City Hall 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council approves the allocation of 

ARPA stimulus funds as outlined above.  
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 Councilman-at-large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to vote on amended 

Resolution #75-2021.  

 

 Carried, all voting aye.  

 
  

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

 Request from Mary Jane Wagner on behalf of the Members of the League of Women 

Voters of Chautauqua County, the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Northern Chautauqua, 

and the Chautauqua-Cattaraugus Women’s Action Group request permission to hold a vigil for 

the Freedom to Vote at the Washington Park Gazebo on Thursday, November 11, 2021.  

 

 Councilman-at-large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to accept the walk-on 

request.  

 

 Councilman Williams made a motion. Seconded by Councilman Stoyle.  

 

 Carried, all voting aye.  

 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

 

Adjourned at 6:35 PM                                                          Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk                   


